SuperValu /ét/
TidiiJowns
2
ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AGENCY
CIRCULAR ECONOMY - -

AWARD




R swords TidyTowns

Swords TidyTowns (STT) is committed to promoting ¥, __
the principles of the circular economy through ||
practical, community-led initiatives.

STT projects focus on reducing waste and reusing iLl
materials, while fostering environmental awareness. _

STT works with volunteers, local businesses,
A= schools, and Fingal County Council to
; ‘ implement projects that benefit the
= environment, society, and the local
economy. The following are examples
of their actions.
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Swords TidyTowns
ACTIVITIES

There is strong participation among Swords
TidyTowns members, at least 20 volunteers
were involved in Circular Economy projects.

The first Clothes Swap was held at Rivervalley

Community Centre in May 2023. Due to its success,
these are now planned as regular events.




Sustainable

Swords TidyTowns Swords

ACTIVITIES

STT works with Fingal County Council to |
implement Circular Economy initiatives,

and Fingal County Council promotes

Circular Economy activities via the

Sustainable SME Business website.

STT has supported a local Councillor’s
proposal to develop a circular economy
hub in Swords to help repair businesses
as well as a toy and tool library.
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Swords TidyTowns
ACTIVITIES

Plants and trees are rescued from supermarkets,
garden centres, and areas of roadworks and

are regrown at the group’s polytunnel for
redistribution throughout the town.

Pots and trays are reused for growing plants and
seeds.

Leaves gathered in autumn are turned into leaf
mould, with cages located throughout the town
including in the community garden, local schools,
and residential estates.

The group makes their own compost at their
polytunnel using discarded plants. e




Swords TidyTowns
ACTIVITIES

Rainwater harvesting butts were installed on
Main Street and at the group’s Polytunnel
to conserve water.

Old Youthreach school window guards were
repurposed into storage cages for paint and
equipment.

Tools repaired where possible rather than replaced.
During the 2023 St Patrick’s Day Parade, the group
reused banners and placards from previous parades
to avoid buying new.




Swords TidyTowns
CONCLUSION

Swords TidyTowns has engaged residents, schools, and
local businesses in practical sustainability actions.

STT is helping Swords become a more sustainable,

resilient, and environmentally conscious community.
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