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Rush TidyTowns

Rush TidyTowns has an ongoing series of
projects that support the development and
promotion of the circular economy.

Promoting the circular economy is making
both financial and waste savings in peoples
day to day lives throughout the community.
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Collaboration locally with various
groups and organisations is helping
to achieve this.

The following are examples
of their actions.
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ACTIVITIES Ruch

Sailing Club

Rush TidyTowns has collaborated with other local
organisations to support climate action in the
community.

Members of the group include local

clubs and organisations.
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Rush TidyTowns
ACTIVITIES

Gardening Equipment - Powered and hand
tools are available to borrow by residents.

Reusable Party Packs — These kits comprise of
reusable cups, cutlery, plates, bowls and drink
dispensers. These are loaned out to families,
resident associations, GAA teams, and the local
schools. They are also used at Rush TidyTowns
events. The kits are booked out most weekends.

The‘Let’s Play Rush’ initiative runs free family
fun days at Halloween, Easter and summertime
with reusable toys and props that have been
made and decorated locally. The large
outdoor toys are regularly loaned to
sports clubs, the Scouts and families °
for parties.




Rush TidyTowns
ACTIVITIES

Rush Free Stuff is a community freecycle Facebook
page where members can give away unwanted
items or request free items. It is moderated by

two TidyTowns committee members.

With 4,900 followers, it has facilitated the
reuse of an estimated 60,000 items since it
launched.
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Rush TidyTowns
ACTIVITIES

The Zero Waste Rush Community Group
focuses on promoting the circular economy
through various initiatives:

The Clothes Repair Cafés teach community
members how to repair clothes with guidance
from dressmakers. They run twice a year -

300 items have been repaired.

The Bicycle Repair Café was held during a
Scouts event in Kenure Woods.

The Christmas Jumper Swap was held as part of the
2024 Inclusivity Day to showcase TidyTowns work.
Some 70 jumpers were swapped. G




Rush TidyTowns
ACTIVITIES

Composting Programme - All green waste is sent
to a local horticulturist to be turned into compost
for planters and flower beds. An estimated 100
tonnes so far has been turned into compost

and reused.

Leaf cages - There are several leaf cages around
the town that are managed by a Composting
group within Rush TidyTowns, the group
gathers leaves and manages the lifecycle

of the compost in the cages.
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The Seed & Plant Swap is held twice a year for
residents to share harvested seeds and excess
plants for free. In advance, residents are invited
to harvest their own seeds and save excess
plants. Follow up photos share the results.

Water Harvesting - Community water butts
collect rainwater for use in town planters.




Rush TidyTowns
ACTIVITIES

Olio Food App

Olio is an app to help reduce food waste by
redistributing surplus food. One Rush TidyTowns
team member acts as an accredited distributor and
regularly redistributes food within the community
from local supermarkets, benefiting local families.

This person is fully registered with the HSE and has
completed food rescue training.




Rush TidyTowns
CONCLUSION

Rush TidyTowns demonstrates a wide-ranging,
community-led approach to the circular economy
with a significant collaborative element.

Through various ongoing projects and stand-alone

events the group reduces resource use, promotes
sustainability, and engages residents in practical
environmental initiatives.
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